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TALIS
LISMANS USED BY PALESTINIAN PEASANTS

SEE PAGE 183

DEMONS AS AN AETIOLOGICAL

FACTOR

IN POPULAR

MEDICINE

PART 1

Translated from

a book by Dr. Canaan which will shortly appear in print on the

subject “Aberginube und Volksmedezin in Palestina”,

it is one of the most interesting
studies to investigate the popular
customs which are practised day by
day among the peasants, upon
whom modern civilization with its
science and thought has ot
yet dawned. I have occupierl
mysell during the past year with
the -subject, “Popnlar  DPalestin-
ian Medieine” and have gathered
a large collection of amulets which
are used in curative and preventive
ways. It is certainly not sufficient
merely to possess such a collection
and to know superficially what each

object means; therclore, I have en-
“Factor in Medicine”.

deavored to find out how and where
they are made, how they are used in
the dilferent parts of the conntry and
for what ailments, how they act,ete.
It is very surprising to find, in such
research, miny points and ideas
which are as yet onknown to the
scientific world. But even such a
study is scientific only so long as

the ideas prevalant at present are
compared with those of the ancient
natiogs of the Orient, i. e., with the
Babylonians, Assyrians, Hittites,
Canannites, Hebrews, Egyptians,
Romans, Greeks and ancient Arabs.
To my great astonisbment 1 found
many remarkable similarities, and
the meaning of sich amulets as were
vague to me hefore, became plain
through sueh study. Basing my work
on lhis'stndy,l am now writing a
booklet as an archaeological study.
Out of this monograph 1 have trans-
lated the following sections on the
subject, “Demons as an Aetiologienl

All the oriental nations had, and
still have the belicf that' the atmos-
phere which surronnds the world, as
well as the interior and the surface
of the globe, are filled with spirits
or ghosts which cause all human
ailments ‘and woes. These spirils
are so innumerable that “if a needle
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~falls “from heaven it must louch
~them”. The spirits have different
designalions ~which express their
nature, theirorigin and their fuoe-
tions: Fupdamenlally they are «i-
- vided into;.t

~ 1.Good, Holy, or Heaveﬁly S[)il‘its

" (In'the Bibls theyave called angels.) -

They are God’s servanls to perform
his \vvill and commandment. (Even
‘the 111:}j01' gods:of Babylon, Assyria,
Egypt, Greece, etc. had messengers
who performed their orders). S-ome

of these angels are Rokail, Gabriel

(Luke I, 23), Samsaiel, Michail (Rev.
.XI_I, 7), Sarafiel, Asrail, etec. Eaclh
oune of them has a special day on
which be governs, exactly ns. the
B:lbylonians appointed for every day
one deity.2 I, shall have Lo omi.t
further descriplion of this class.

2. The evil, earthy, low or hellish
spirits.3 These “evil spirvits”, “un-
clenn spirits” (Mark- 1, 27), “evil
angels” (Ps. LXX. 47) are conlin-
nally tl'yin‘-_;r to hurl hwman beings
or what belongs {o them. They ori-
ginate from the mostdiverse sources
as will be deseribed further on. The

“oriental is so afraid of them that he

will never mention their names or
come near to the place where he
thinks they‘live withont “naming”,
i, e. saying, the name of God or of
some saint; for example, “ya-~‘adra”
(O Virgin}, “bDism us-salib” (in the
name of the cross), “hism er-Rahim”
(in the name of the Allgracious):etc.
On these words being pro

the evil demons not 0711; dl:soaul?pc:?l,
al once, but are (uite unable to harm
the person. A fellah of Beit-Jila

we :lntll‘::ll]:;ll:;1{:;[0:11‘::‘1;;:: gh({sts»ﬂl“ spirits into goo.l and bad is a very old idea, which
e et rim\tmns;' Chaldeans, Egyptians, ITittites, Canaanites, llebrews,
Jrabs, ete rotigtons ([e;eﬁ,;::; tlllsnellr;:h.e 1_151'1,135 good anfl bad “gods” instead of *spirits,””
bad ot Ol‘\"‘spirité” lope. col,:u,;l?.:;-llts i l:eczllllm'cllstinct as a separate group. The
the evil god Set in Egyptian mythol " y‘a ?‘ -ll‘-a;,ram st th(.: "goodl spirits”; for cxampie,
the sun gods (Der Alte Orient y\{I[’ 10!,1{1(“1‘,:: '\v?:)frilt:]ll:\“(“x“yntr)xng otte dor. atton aapters
) i 1 » XTI 1; dman, Dic Amulette der y *

dayi :)fl\ﬂtl:e‘:::lic‘s:‘l:;(l):’:lii::‘l):;r with the liectogram, we see that cucl::ltglt} tfiy{:zilet)l
followi‘ng table shows the pla nctsyaﬁzetl(:i tgl(:flspi:;f:; t‘l‘;(i;hlhe[::::crtznlte{l o detty. The
" Sun = Shamas ) ‘ B
i Mar$ = Ninib -

Jupiter = Mm‘niuk

Saturn = Nergal

Moon = Sin

Mercury = Nebo

Venug = Ishtar

h ]_;Jcn tl:cl:llnyﬂ olt‘ the week used at present are taken (rom the planets according to the
aldean table. (Das Alter Testament im Lichle des i v
: » - ame N s alten Orients; Dr. Alfred Jercmias
llel?.(uil::ll‘lehl:u: 4, as well as the Babylonians, believed that all evil spirits c.'lme frou)1
swelt—=lower world). The «“death messcnger’”’ o ncic
h A : . ssenger”’ (Prov, XVI, 14) coincide i
the servant of Nergal” (Jewish Enceyel, Demonology, 1V. 520). ) coineides nvith
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tolil me that once, while he was going
to a neighhoring villige late in the
evening, he porceeived a spirit ap-
pering  and disappeariny; some-
times it came to his left side and
sometimes to his right.  The spirit
tried to hurt himwhile he endeavored
in every way to get rid of it butto
1o avail. Finally, he made the sign
of the cross and said, “bism us-
salib”; at once the evil spirit
vanished.

, The most important evil spirits in
the aetiology of disease iire;

1. Al-Karina or At-tabiah (the fol-

lowing ghost).

2. Imm-ul-Awiad  or

Sabyin, (mother of chillren
i. e. the follower of children).

3. The Jinn (demons}).

[ shall describe only the last class,
although the minule description of
each kind is very inleresting.

As all woes and disease are sup-
posed to be caused bythe jinn, all
nations used to honor andeven to
worship them in order to keep away

lmm-us-

maladies.

The “sheikhs”, “sorcerers’, ete.
furnish ns minute teachings about
their origin, and much of their. doe=

-trine is known by the common people.

As far as [ have been able Lo find
out, the Jinnoriginate Irom;

1. Fire. BEven in olden times we
notice thal fire was ‘‘holy” and
egacred” (Persians, ancient Arabs,
Hebrews, ete ) but at the same time
fenrinl. We read in the hook of al-
Yanabit, that, ' '

“the angels were created from the

- light,

human heings from earth,

and Lle jinn from fire,” ]

9. Many of the jinn are the spirits
of human beings who have passed a
very evil life in this world, “After
death they haunt men, inflicting
them with all kinds of illness.l Also’
the soals of such as died in some
abnormal way or of those ‘whose

bodies were not huried belong to
this class.2 .

3. Some of them, but by far. the »

smallest number, are angels who

rebelled against God and were there-

1. We meet with this teaching in Abu-1-Beka, Appolius, and other oriental writers.
9. *Restless must the spirits of thz nuburied dead wander about; they search con-

tinually in th
I{ebraische Archeology, Benzinger)
sce how the ancient Hebrews used to fear
borrowed from other oricntal nations.

a. Everyone who accompanied a funera
that might have remaj ned adhering to his hands from con-

_and thus from his soul, as every part contained some of the soul.

cemetery, to remove anything
tact with the dead,

b. On the way back he was to sit down repeatedly,

the spirits of the dead.
c. A given tomb was nottob

e corners of Sheol for a resting placa but without avail” (Sce Ez, XXX, 23
. From this belief, as well as from the following, we
the souls of the unburiel, & belief which was

[ had to wash his hands repeatedly at the

wo ns mot to be followed by

2 visited twice on one day by the same person,

(Sce Jorch Denh 374,4 and Tur 375)
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"~ fore cast out from his presence

(Jude 6). .

. The beliefs of the presenl Pales-

tinian peasantry teach-us (as the
Chaldeans and Hebrews used to
believe ages ago) that these demons
live principally in the lower world
from whence they come to this
world. Therefore, they are known

- by the collective name “al-arwih

us-sufliyeh” (spirits of tie lower
world), “al-arwih ul-jabannawmiyeh”
(hellish spirits).

The jinns appear under different
guises just as they used to appcai‘
to the Chaldeans, Hebrews, Arabs of
el-jahlliely, Egyptians, etc. Some-
times they are scen in the form of
beasts, serpents,t wild goats,? oxen,?

etc. At other Limes they assume
the shape of the person whom {hey
inhabit. Still others have the mys-
levious, [rightful appearance ol «
“marid’ or ghoul, halt man, half
beast.?

The demons appear abundantly in
certain places and at special times,
They preler lonely, deserted spots
and appear more frequently in the
dirkness, at the dawn ol day and in
the uight, than during the day time
(compare with the Babylonian myth-
ology: when Shamas, the sun god,
rises in the cast, all demons of the
night disappear. — see fool notejt.
The eves of Wednesday (exactly as
the ancient Hebrews used to he-

1. The serrent was reckoned by the ancient orientals to belong to the lower world;

therefore, they representedsome of thegods and ghosts in that form. We find the serpent
in the Pabylonian myth of Paradise The god ksmun or Ashmun of the Phoenicians was
represented as a serpent. In the shrine of Gizar a figure of a serpent in bronze was found.
(See concerning the beliefs of the Arabs and Soudanese in D&’irat-ul-ma‘arif Vol. V111, p.670)

2. The Chaldean mythology relates, concerning the seven evil gods called shedim,
that they had the bodies of oxen. The Israelites borrowed from them the doctrine of the
ghedim,-evil demons, They also had the se‘rim which were hairy demons in the form of

“satyrs (Isa- XIII, 21° Lev, XVII, 7). Azazel, a demon in the wilderness having the form of

a goat, belonged to this group (Lev. XVIL, 10 ete.)

3. Ancient oriental history, mythology and sculpture show that the ancient nations
had the same beliel. I shall only call atlention to Dagon, ihe god of the Philistines, one’
half of wwhose body was like a man and the other half like a fish.

4, We find that the Hebrews had the following beliefs which correspond with this
idea; .

a. Besides the three main groups accepted in Rabbinical doctrine, (shedim, see

' above), Mazzikim; Ruhot, and Ra‘ot (evil apirits), there were those that were especially

dangerous at night and in the darkness; Lilin (night apirits), Telave, (shade or evening
Bpirits ). :
b. Rabbinical advice, based on such a belief, is;

aa. It is unsafe to salute a person inthe dark for he may be a demon (Meg. 3a)

bb. It is unsafc to sleep alone in a house (Shab 151 6).

ce, 1t is unsale to walk alone in the night or in the morning before the cock-
crow (Ber 43a). '

( Jew, Encycl, Demonology )
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lieve) and of Friday! are especially
dungerous. - The peasants helieve,
particularly in the southiern part ol
Palestine, that on Wednesday each
spirit takes his water-skin and goes
to fill it with water which is to suf-
fice him for the week. verywoman,
therefore, puls away her sewingas
every stich she makes will puncture
the water skins. On Friday the
spirits are set free from their prison
for twenty-four hours beginning with
the evening ; therefore, they fill the
air at such times and men are very
likely to be burt by them.

Tbe jinn are divided, according fo
the helief of the peasants, into many
kingdoms or tribes, cach ruled by a
king. As the operations of each tribe
dilfer from those of the others, it
becomes very important to know at
least some of their funetions inorder
to make the proper diagnosis and
thus to bit the right cure.

1. El-Afarit, . ealled at times
“psuddel’”, inhibit springs and
caves. Such places are -called ‘
“maskan”’, “inhabited”, . Springs
which are “inhabited” are generally
(a) dark so thai the sunnever strikds
the sources, or (b} hidden so that it

is impossible or difficnlt to locate the

source exactly. : '

2. Tawaghit (=maldk) live where
human blood has been shed. They
appentr every cvening (until revenge
has been taken) either in the shape
ol the killed or in that of an animal,
and repeating the last words ol the
mnrdered.

3. Thawakif live in high trees,
shrubs, ete.

%. Sabasib live in high mountains,
deserted places, and the like.

On analyzing 'the diseases caused
by evil spirits, we find that they all
belong to the nerveous system, hys-
teria, epilepsy, apoplexy, melan-
cholia, manin, neurasthenin, all para-
lysis, convulsions in small children,”
etc. There are some jinu who injure
only women, others only men, still -
others only young children. Some
are continually looking out [or brides’
or newly married women to iiake
them barren. The expressions [sed
in connection with some of theldis-
eases point directly to the belief that
they are connected with evil spirits;
for example, “sabatu el-im_liyeh” (the
earthy spirits have touched him),
“ajat sa‘atu” (the hour of the spirits
has come), “darabu al-jinn” (the de-
mons have heaten him:. :

1. The llebrews believed that the eves of Wednesday and Sabbath were especially
dangerous, for then “Agrat bat Mahlat” «The daneing roof demon” ( Jalkut adash
Keshalim 56) haunted the air with her train of 13 myriads of messengers of destruction,
every one of whoun had the power of doing harm (Ps. CX1I, 6).

\



fr

¢
e
T

e
Al

PART 1I

i

FEEN

As we have seen, the present Pél]—" asami :1i1;lh, zindriah” thal s,
estinian peasant liolds, as did most “He has - God’s names (keep us
of the nations of antiquity, that the . from it) - dysentery”. Very often
atmosphere is full of supernatural the evil is driven away by using the
beings, ghosts or spirits, most of term, “he it [ar from you”’, that is,
whom are continually trying toinjure “ibYid ‘ankum’’. in connection with

'him. He is very caveful not to eross the name ofthe malady. One speaking
their path or to do anything which ofa sick man says, “ibtd ‘ankum
m.ay enrage them, Ifhe isforcedtogo  m'ah sidrie”, that is “may the evil
abroad in tlie evening or at night, he  be farfrom you, he has the chest
walks very cautiously, trying not to trouble”, (tuberculosis.) Friends car-
make any noise “which may attract rying a young child must .be_ on Lhe
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Fig. 2 This <seal”. js used in very many
talismans. It is, according to most
authorities, “the namie of God.’ kach of
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Yig. 1. This ~seal” is to be washed with
pure, hot 0il The oil is to be used for per-

T S s s

i B : . evi venting . R

7 them o avoidingovry placo which lookont not o inore im ety or L0 e T T e
Eég " “may be inhabited or visited by these . indirectly, therefore Lhey say, “La stands for the corresponding letter in -
ﬁ invisible enemics. miahu ballah”, “may God protect Fig. 1. o

7 1t is clear this conception of bis him”, or else they speak ol him, al- - ' /

?:‘ constant danger has led him, as it though hemay bea very pretty child, /

%E did the ancient Egyptian,todoevery- by repulsive, rediculous names which ' \

35" : thing possibleto wardoff from him- will surely protect him [rom the ' ' r\ ﬂ ?... 4? ':,

: : . self the danger of their attacks. evil eye and from evil spirits, as . CAf ' 2

”

" These preventive means are numer- “khanzic =pig,” or”’kalb = dog.

LTl oty plely®

P e e B

T ous, and althongh they differ in dif- 1 rarely ask a mother about the JJ
» . ferent parts’ of the country, they age of lier child withont getting - the ‘ v o ‘
may still be. divided into the two . answer, “Fi wijh el “ida” (or*“esh-shi-
‘ great classes of (1) what is said, and tdn” ), “In the face of the enemies
(2) what is worn.: (or the devil)”,or “Fi ‘iytn el-‘ida (or
L. What is said. 1t is very impor- esh-shitdn”) “in the eyes of the (('
* ‘tant not to mention rlirectlj' the name  enemies (or the devil, " followed by - A

of a -malady, as the spirit causing
‘that disease will at once attack the
speaker. In mentioning snch ail-
ments; therefore, phruseé are used
the power of which will banish the
ghost. Generally the name of God,

one of his attributes, or the name of .

a saint is used; for example, “m‘uh

the number of years. In saying this
she raises one hand and spreads out’
the fingers as il sheintended tokcep

someone off. By this expression she .

means that the child has lived as
long as it has in spile of the “evil
eye” of ils enemies and of the evil
spirils. This formula is never omit-

AR

¥ig. 3. Demonstrating how letters are
prolonged to make the sides of the square.
Used for difficult labor. Must be carried
on the body, red-Deivabi 144.”
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ted when the child is in its fifth year
_because that age in tlie one at whiclt
it is'most susceptible tothe power of
spirits.” Some abbreviate these ex-
" pressions as wellas the gesture with
‘the hand and say” ‘adad agdbi‘ak”
or “ ‘adad tddk’”, thatis, *“accord-
ing to the number of yoir fingers”
or “according to the number of what
is on your han ”,thus demonstrating
liow much they drexd to proi.omce
the number five, Names meuning
“five” or related to five as “kha-
mis”, “kl.dmai’is”, are protection.
~ If a demon appears to a man, or if
the latter is alraid of such a vision,
he conlinually prays, or repeats the
" name of God or of some saint, or clse
says some words which lave been
found by experience to help, as, “ya
rahimén (O Gracious Oue), “ya ldfiz"”
(O Keeper), *“ya ‘adhra” (O Virgin),
“ya kbadr el-akhdar” (O St. George,
tl.ou green one i.e. wherever you go

your blessing will make everytling

green.)

The belief in the efficacy ol vowing
to some ‘““wali” (Lioly man: “nebi”
(prophet}, “mazdr” (shrine), “kiddis”
(holy man of the Cliristians), etc.,
in order to keep away danger or

disease was universal in ancient
times and st.ll holds to-day.

L. Whe is worn. This division
consists largely in the wearing of
charms, which may be divided into
written charms and those taken
from nature. The more important
are the written charms. The mater-
inl used is of different kinds. Paper
is, ol course, tl'e common material
employed, but skin, wood, egg-shell,
boue, porcelam, stone, metul, etc.,
are also used at different times for
different purposes as each cures in
its own peculiar way.

The writing on. wood and porce-
lain is washed oflf and dronk. 1

TFrom the copper eups which have

been written upon, water is drupk to -

prevent any disease [ollowing a
fright .2

Inscribed bones and egg-shells
are cooked and eaten. 3

Iuscribed paper, cloth, stoue, met-
al, etc. are carried on the body.%

Clarms on paper, porcelain, wood,
etc. are written with simple or
modified ink, > while on stone or
metal the words orsigns are scratch-
ed or beautifully engraved. Attimes
the writing is elear, or again it is not

1. The water washed with must be absolutely pure, i. e., ccremoneously pure.
2. The cupper cup to pevent the evil effect of fear is known. “Tasit er- Rajti’,

&?)\ .\b There are different forms. The original must contain certain parts of the Sura

of the Chair.

3. The bone mostly used is the scapula of the sheep.

4. Inscribed pieces of metal are called “maski’’, ,<.\, The hame comes from s

“thold”, being intended originally to ““hold” the child in the womb and so pl'avent‘ abor-
6. Ink may bemixed with spices or animal blood. ( tion,

\
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Fig 4. Demonstrating how the
letter <s\* js used, cach letter hav-
ing a special use. The names of
the angles -} 4+,'" are used for

enlarged - spleen * (Shams el-
Ma‘arif el-Kubra I1I 44.)

.
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A
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5. Fig. Demonstrating the use

of numbers. These stand for_; i)
(latif) “Kind.” 30=""Jo_ ;9 _y _

t; 10=(_5= LB0=U=f We gee
how from right to left in the top
row, and from top to botti m in
the right row, the same ord bir is

uaed.  This is commonly | jund
‘‘ed-Dierabi 54, 1 '
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Fig. 6. Showing squnre; triangle, circle, with letters, numbers, simple names of

God and a few sentences, Everything is often repeated. (Shams el-Ma‘arif ecl-Kubra
18.)
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thing bul incomprehensible scrateh- meaning.
es. The charms on paper arc nol The letters, numbers and figures

sometimes are
The writing

only written but
printed or stamped.

' may be in continuous lines or tlie

text inay be woven into some figure.
These charms may be very simple
or very complicated, composed . of
one or several squares, triangles, or
circles Fig. i.2.5.6.). More in-
teresting than these simple figures
are those in which the sides of the
square or triangle are prolongations
of words (Ifig. 3). The 'writing in
the seals of the Mos¢ue of Omar
consists of verses [rom the Koran
beautifully woven together in ciren-
lar form. Lastly we notice that
dlevices, such as swords, hands, etc.
are used.

The writing may be composed of,

1. sentences having a connected

meaning, as,

“a. parts of some holy book,
b. prayers, :
c. stories;
2. ‘words which have absolutely
no connection with one another, as,
a. the name of God or some of his
attributes, (Fig. 1, 5, 6),
" b. the names of angels, prophels,
spirits, holy men, ete. (Fig. ), '
c. words such as, “go out”
“disappear”, “love”, “hate”, ete. ;

3. scattered letters or numbers,
(Fig. 1, 5); ) .

4. figures represériting some ani-
mals or some words, (Fig: 2);

4, figures or lines devoid of all

If the
sheikhs are askel what these signs

need a thorough explanation.

mean and why they do not write

- plainly, they answer, “Talismans are

fall of the numes of God which are
s0 holy that they should not be frec-
ly used, much less misused or «is-
honored.” This last event may hap-
pen if the talisman is lost and thus
wnwittingly troden upon, or il it [alls
into some dirty place. Letters,  al-
though representing the holy names
of God, are not “this word ilself” and
thus the word “God” is neither
freely used, misused or dishonorel
in any way.

The letters ina talisman, although

appearing to have absolutely no
meaning, represent at times certain
words.
_ a. Very often words are writlen
with their correct letters, but each
letters is written separately,i. e.,
instead- of writing “bism allah”
(it ‘..-\..) in two words, with letters
joined, it is  spelled out thus.
OJJ\ (‘u"\-.g-

. The letters stand for some star,
planet, element, ete., i e, the fire-
letters stand for the fire spirits
(Fig. 6. The “d”, or “,7 ).

‘¢. The letters are abbreviations
of some attribute of God. The most
commonly used are (Fig 1). ‘.{J =3

= All-understanding ; A= (_

= All-knowing ; b=k = Help;
wly =2 = Accepling repentance;
),C: = = Thankful; ,HL,.= c

=Almighty;s p = = Single God.

d. Lastly, the letters sometimes
stand for the numbers they represent
in the order of the old alphabel, the
“abjadiyeh”.

Just as letters are used instead
of words, certainsigns alsoarcuseil
s0 as not to be readable by the
common people. Some of them re-
present letters ol the alphabet, while
others stand for attributes of God.
Tlic latler are;

L +F

G L
1 All-understanding

2 All-knowing:

3 Help

4 Accepting repentance.

T

5 Thankfnl

} Almighty
7 Single God

Each one of these signs has, at
times, some other meaning.

Mauny figures and signs have ab-

'solutely no sense and are writien by

sheikhls who do not know even

simple reading and writing. .

11 =

The texts, however, are the impor-
tant part. As the diseases for which
charms are nsed are caused by su-
perhuman, evil power, so some su-
perhuman good power must be called
in to counteract tlieir effects. Thus
we find that prayers, parts of holy
books, God's names and attributes,
or the names of :ingels, prophets,
saints, walis, etc., make up the great-
It is charac-
teristic that a great denl of repeti-

er part of the charms.

tion of the textoccurs. The common
people are instructed to pay the ut-
mostattention to keeping these “holy
papers” sacred. The charms are,
therefore, always wrapped carefully
in cloth or leather bugs, or are often
inclosed in metal cases. The cover-
ings prevent them [rom coming in
contact with what is, or may be, im-
pure. A )
Some charms arve composed of
stories. It will Dbe interesting to
describe the “hijab” known as “Hirs
murjini” or “Hirs el-ghassali”,
Haran er-Rashid of the beni ‘Ab-
bds had three wives wliose beauty
and grace were proverhial. Their
Kut-el-kutih, Bahjat-
ez-zamén, and Ghadir. At the same
time he had a very ugly, short and‘
fat cook named Murjini. The cook
went one day to the fields some dis-

names were

tance from the city, where she came
across the carcass- of a horse sur-
rounded by wild animals., To her
great surprise, however, not a single

animal could come.near the carcass.



Murjdni approached the horse ko dis-
cover if possible the canse of this
wonderful sitnation. When she
reached the body, she saw a charm
hanging about the neck of the horse,
which eharm she at once took off
and hung about her own neck. As
she turned away bome, she saw that
the animals al once ran up to the
carcass and began to devonr it.
On reaching the palace, she came
under the observation of Harfm cr-
Rashid, who was greatly surprised
to find her possessed of a most sur-
passing beauty. Upon finding out
who she was, the king at once or-
dered that she be given the best posi-
tion in the palace and bhe clad -with
royal robes. Being charmed by her
beauty and winning character, he
loved her somuch that be neglected
his other wives. These ladies were
equally surprised at the sudden and
inexplicable change in the appear-
ance of the cook.  Finally, Murjdni

tell sick and died, despite the efforts
of the ablest physicians of the realn.
The king was so overwhelmed with

ariel at her loss that no one durst

speak to him. However, the woman
who was washing the dead Murjini
preparatory to burial, found the eharm
upon the hody. She at once appropriat-
ed it and when the king entered the
chamber to take alast look at his
dead wife, he was surprised to find
that she, whom lie had always con-
sidered most beautitul, was really
very ugly. The attendant, on the
other hand, had become so beautiful
in the eyes of the king, that he at
once married her. On her death-bed
she called the Sheikh Nar-ed-Din el-
Asgfabdni to her and told him the
story of the wonderlul charm. The
pious man made several copies ol it,
and so every person who is sick,
or hated can, by carrying it about
with her, attain to health , strength,
and love, ' '

n*ano
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